Henri's State Visit to Venice
The structure of Henri's sojourn in Venice corresponded to the traditional phases of the ceremony of adventus principis created for rulers in classical antiquity: preparations, entry, presentation of the city, and Following prayers and the benediction, the king, the Doge, the Signoria, Giovanni Grimani, the patriarch of Aquileia, and on the monarch's insistence, the Signoria organized a "war of fists" ("guerra dei pugni"), the popular sporting battle between the Castellani and the Nicolotti. 7 In keeping with the conventions of state visits, the sojourn was concluded with a valediction ceremony and the presentation of gifts. 8 Gifts on Behalf of the Signoria A lavish reception itself was a customary gift on a prince's visit. Just such a reception was organized in Venice, for example, on July 19, 1574, for both the papal legate and the ambassador of Genoa. 9 Indeed, the entire program of Venetian festivities for Henri must be understood as tribute to the French king. Henri and his entourage spent almost a month in Venetian territories as guests of the republic. This hospitality probably cost the Signoria approximately 100,000 ducats. 10 The only surviving account, which covers the accumulated expenditures of the state visit for the period July 5-27, 1574, is one for about 21,000 ducats.
This represents only a part of the expenditures, however, and at the same time, it offers interesting insight into the scale of the entourage and into the groups of people involved in the state visit. 11 The same account contains evidence that gifts were given to the papal legate and to the duke of Savoy. Exactly what kind of gifts is not recorded, but the value of the items is 128 and 119 ducats respectively. In comparison to the other outlays, both sums can be classed as rather small. On July 23, 1574, the Collegio (the Venetian council of ministers) resolved to commission the ambassadors extraordinary to purchase a magnificently equipped carriage as a gift for the king. As it was to serve his onward journey, the horses were to be accustomed to carriage harnesses as well as handsome. In order to complete the order in the short time available, the ambassadors were permitted to appropriate such horses regardless of the owner or his social status. Subsequently the owners were to be paid. 16 The carriage was sent to the mooring at the Alvise. 20 She was presented with a belt made of thirty golden rosettes. In the middle of each rosette was a precious stone, adorned with four pearls.
The value of the belt was estimated at 1,800 ducats. 21 Gifts on Behalf of the King
In Vienna, Henri and his entourage had been welcomed with great honor. The Empress had personally supervised all of the preparations, and on Henri's departure she gave him a sumptuously decorated portable bed as well as bed and table linens, all together worth 10,000 ducats, in order to make his onward journey as comfortable as possible. 22 In accordance with etiquette, such marks of respect required an acknowledgement: thus the king distributed gold chains, goblets, and gifts of money, all together amounting to 12,000 ducats. 23 The Apostolic Nuncio at the imperial court, Giovanni Dolfin, even spoke of gifts amounting to more than 20,000 ducats. 24 As the king had ordered the urgent transfer of 12,000 ducats to Vienna, the smaller sum is more probable.
25
An anonymous eyewitness report spans the period July 8-29, 1574, and imparts many details of daily life during the royal visit. 26 The author had traveled to Venice on July 8 and had awaited the arrival of the king there. For this reason he only knew of the events prior to July 17 from hearsay. Among these is an anecdote about royal generosity in Treviso. 31 Moreover, the king took an interest in a gold scepter set with precious stones, which was alleged to have cost 20,000 ducats. 32 Because he had to pay half of the purchase price immediately, but did not have the financial means at his disposal, he left further negotiations to du Ferrier. 33 At the beginning of August, Henri reminded his ambassador to strive to settle debts with his creditors in Venice. The traders from whom the king had acquired pearls and other items were to be pacified with money and securities, so that they would not withdraw the goods.
34
Henri granted numerous audiences in Venice, so that every ambassador could pay his respects and congratulate the king on his succession to the throne. A meeting took place between Henri and the ambassador of the Sublime Porte in Constantinople which is not mentioned in the diplomatic records but only in du Ferrier's account. During the audience, the ambassador presented the king with a gift of several balsams (cosmetic and medicinal creams) and "terre sigillée." This so-called sealed earth was a compound containing clay, which was employed as medication-particularly to treat sepsis. The term originated from the custom of stamping on it the cipher of the Sultan's name (in Turkish, a tughra).
Henri thanked the Turkish ambassador with a gold chain worth 300 ducats. 35 On the day of his departure, July 27, Henri summoned thirty-nine young Venetian noblemen who had been delegated to his service and thanked them. 36 In return, their spokesman, Matteo Zane, thanked him for the honor bestowed on them. The Signoria had elected forty men, but one of them was unwell for the duration of the state visit. Du Ferrier arranged that each man be presented with a gold chain worth 100 ducats on behalf of the king, and he asked of Henri, via a messenger, if it would not be generous to also award the invalid with a gold chain. Whether the king agreed to the suggestion cannot be established, as only the sum for the thirty-nine chains is documented. 37 Likewise, the young noblemen attempted to award the French nobleman who had delivered the gold chains to them with a gift and they sent a valuable silver bowl filled with confectionery. As an act of courtesy, however, the gift was not accepted. 38 The Doge accompanied the king in a gondola as far as Lizzafusina.
There, he guided Henri to the piatta (a special Venetian type of cargo ship, used on rivers and canals, here meaning a gilded version for festive occasions) that would take him on the river Brenta to Padua. A lengthy farewell ceremony followed at which they assured each other they would maintain the friendly relationship between their two states. Then the king departed. As the Doge boarded his boat to return to Venice, he was detained by René de Villequier, the king's most intimate advisor. 39 De
Villequier addressed him in French, so that Mocenigo had difficulty in understanding him. On behalf of the king he presented the Doge with a ring bearing a large diamond and requested that the Doge wear the ring in memory of Henri. Mocenigo made two modest attempts to decline the gift. As de Villequier insisted that it was the king's express wish, the Doge accepted the ring, kissed it and promised to fulfill the request to wear it.
Henri had acquired the diamond in Venice as a gift for the Doge and had it set in a ring. In du Ferrier's account, the purchase price is given as 1,050 ducats. Almost every commentator on the festivities estimated the diamond ring to be worth as much as 1,500 ducats 40 or they deemed it simply as having a "grandissimo valore." 41 The presentation of the gift did not take place directly between the two princes but by means of an intermediary. From this, the authors of the reports on the festivities conclude that Henri had at first forgotten to present the ring, but then remembered it before the Doge departed. One chronicle even reports that the king had not noticed the omission until after his arrival in Moranzano. 42 It is not possible to clarify whether the king in fact forgot the gift or whether he wanted to facilitate the Doge's acceptance of it by using an intermediary, as he knew of the Venetian law forbidding gifts from foreign princes. As he also chose an indirect method of presenting the gold chains to the young noblemen and to the ambassadors extraordinary and their secretaries, however, the gift-giving method was probably calculated.
At the request of the senate, the Doge presented a final report on July 29, 1574. 43 First he described his conversations with the king, which were predominantly characterized by an exchange of polite set phrases but which also contained the advice to strive toward domestic peace in
France. Furthermore, he emphasized the thanks expressed by Henri for the numerous marks of respect, as well as Henri's enthusiasm for the spectacle on the day of his entry, which he praised as the most magnificent in the world. Then Mocenigo described the physical strain that the visit had imposed on him and that he had dutifully accepted in service to the state. Finally he came to discuss the gift. He mentioned that he had seen a ring attached to a cord around the king's neck as they boarded the gondola to Lizzafusina. As it later transpired, this was the diamond intended for the Doge. Mocenigo described the ring as particularly beautiful because of the large diamond and made a suggestion to the senate on how the gift should be dealt with. In honor of subsequent Doges and to commemorate its bestowal by Henri, the ring was to be engraved on its inside and thereafter kept either in the sanctuary at St.
Mark's or in the church's shrine of the procurator cassier (the treasurer among the procurators who were charged with the administration of St.
Mark's). On festive occasions the procurator would present the ring to the Doge, so that he could wear it to demonstrate the dignity and honor of his office as well as to commemorate the monarch eternally. 44 Mocenigo emphasized the political symbolism of the ring: it should stand not only as a mark of respect from the French king but should also be showcased as a visible sign of the "ottima intelligentia" between the two states-a phrase that today would mean "optimum bilateral relations."
The gift to the Doge triggered lively discussion, which du Ferrier reported in a letter to the king. One party wanted the diamond ring allocated to the treasury, while the other advocated that it stay in the possession of Alvise Mocenigo and his family. Du Ferrier was mistaken, however, when he reported that it had been decided to leave the diamond ring with the Doge as long as he lived and transfer it to the treasury only after his death. 45 This was presumably still one of the options when the ambassador wrote the letter at the end of July. On September 16, 1574, an almost unanimous resolution was passed in the senate. The procurators of St. Mark's were instructed to have a suitably large gold lily produced, in the middle of which the stone was to be mounted. A legible inscription was to be placed under the diamond to memorialize Henri's visit to Venice. 46 The text clarified that though Doge Alvise Mocenigo was the recipient of the diamond, it served to commemorate the king's goodwill toward the republic in perpetuity. 47 It was not a matter of a private present, but an official one given to the state. Accordingly, the diamond was to be kept in the treasury at St.
Mark's and displayed on special occasions on the high altar along with other treasury items. 48 The gift was seen as a medium of a symbolic communication and was presented to the public as the sign of friendly relations between two states. items of a relatively low value the king intended to express his gratitude for services rendered and asked that they be accepted to commemorate him. Following a modest, formal refusal, the gifts were accepted to fulfill the monarch's wish. Shortly thereafter Henri proceeded to the landing on the river Po and was accompanied by the ambassadors who thus had the opportunity to thank him personally for the gifts. 55 Back in Venice the four ambassadors extraordinary likewise submitted a report to the senate. 56 First they described how they strove to fulfill the tasks of office as honorably as possible, with a high level of personal application and using private financial means. Their princely manner, much admired by the public, was meant to enhance the prestige and the dignity of the state-57 Then the ambassadors expressed their actual concern, namely the king's gift, and applied for permission to retain the gold chains. As justification, they stressed that they did not wish to adorn themselves with the chains but instead to wear the gifts as a visible sign to the entire world of the monarch's gratitude toward the republic. The chains were interpreted not as reward for the services the ambassadors rendered but as acknowledgment of the marks of respect that the Doge and the senate gave to Henri. 58 The object was thus abstracted from the body of the wearer and elevated to a medium of symbolic communication; the gift was the visualization of the honor and prestige of Venice. Wearing the chain thus signified service to the state, which the ambassadors demonstrated in humility toward the republic. Moreover, the king had presented the chains in "perpetua memoria." 59 by Henri, but with the proviso that this decision would not set a precedent. The senate explained its judgment as a demonstration of benevolence and munificence toward deserving subjects. 61 The governmental institution thus referred explicitly to the princely virtue of magnanimitas and appropriated the maiestas associated with it. This is one of the monarchic traits that would mold the image of the Venetian republic.
No sources give information about the location of the gold chains that the two secretaries and the young noblemen received. A resolution exists, however, concerning a gift given to the Venetian ambassador to Poland, Girolamo Lippomano, on behalf of Henri on his departure. 62 According to the account, du Ferrier had withheld a sum of 1,400 ducats, in order to provide the ambassador and his secretary with the traditionally customary gifts, so that they would find them on their return to Venice. For 1,200 ducats, chains or silver tableware were to have been bought for Lippomano and the rest spent on his secretary. 63 On January 17, 1575, the senate decided to permit the gift to remain in Lippomano's possession. 64 A further exception to the rules of law had already been created by the committee on September 20, 1574, when it permitted the Venetian ambassador to the French court, Sigismondo di Cavalli, to retain the gift presented to him by Catherine de' Medici on his departure.
In its reasoning, the senate mentioned it wished the generosity that other people had been shown in similar cases should prevail toward Cavalli. 65 The king commissioned du Ferrier to distribute money, chains, and other gifts on his behalf to numerous people and institutions connected with the visit to Venice. 66 Gold chains were the most prevalent gifts; their value corresponded to the status of their recipients. Thus, the king had a chain worth 100 ducats presented to the admiral of the Bucintoro.
Giovanni Battista Rodengo, the chamberlain, whom Henri had knighted, also received a chain worth 100 ducats. On the recommendation of the duke of Savoy, a chain worth 200 ducats was sent to Andrea Boldù, who had been responsible for the king's personal requirements.
Antonio da Canale had assumed responsibility for the festive entry as governatore generale del trionfo. In appreciation of his service, he was knighted by the king and received a gold chain worth 300 ducats.
Likewise, Alvise (Luigi) Foscari, in whose palazzo Henri had resided, was thanked with a gold chain worth 300 ducats. 67 Other people who were knighted during the course of the journey also received gold chains, for example, Bartolomeo Lippomano, the podestà (chief magistrate) of Treviso, Vettor Bragadin, the capitano of Padua, as well as Zuane Foscarini, the podestà of Murano. The value of these chains is cited in one Venetian chronicle as 300 ducats per chain. This value cannot be considered reliable, however, because for Giacomo Foscarini at least, who is also mentioned in that chronicle, a chain worth 500 ducats is documented. 68 Antonio Roncalli, in whose palazzo the king spent the night in Rovigo, was knighted and received a gold chain worth 100 ducats.
69
Gifts of money were just as common. An anonymous chronicler, who was the only one to cite correctly all the declarations of value of the gifts and thus must have moved within the circles of the Signoria, emphasized that du Ferrier was commissioned not only with the distribution of the gifts but also with the presentation of a variety of petitions, which had previously been addressed to the king. 75 The most significant supplicant was Scipio Costanzo. He commanded the bodyguard that escorted the king through Venetian territories. On this occasion, he addressed Henri and asked for intercession so that his son might be freed from Turkish captivity. While still in Venice, the king wrote a letter and entrusted his ambassador to the Sublime Porte with the matter. On Henri's departure, Costanzo was presented with a set of silverware consisting of a bowl and a jug worth 300 ducats. 76 In his account, du Ferrier recorded only a chain worth 100 ducats. 77 This is possibly a case like that of Colonel Stella, where du Ferrier did not learn of the king's instructions until after the event.
In the list of accounts from July 31, du Ferrier states the expenditure on gifts as 13, 216 ducats. The costs for the gifts for Lippomano and his secretary, amounting to 1,400 ducats, are itemized separately as they were not charged in the immediate context of the state visit but were regarded as farewell gifts at the end of a mission. It may be assumed that the costs were not always recorded immediately, but also written down later from memory. Several people subservient to the king, and assuredly rewarded for that, did not appear in this list, such as the Gelosi theater group who came to Venice on Henri's request; numerous poets, orators, and musicians; the courtesan Veronica Franco who moved in poets' circles and who gave the king two self-composed sonnets and a portrait; the winners of the "war of the fists," or the many officials of lower status. 78 A total amount of 16,000 ducats, as is stated by Delia Croce, is therefore likely. 79 Following the departure of the monarch, a rumor spread around
Venice that the gifts he distributed had turned out to be worth considerably less than expected. The Ferrarese ambassador to the Serenissima, Claudio Ariosto, expressed this opinion in a letter to the duke of Ferrara.
He added, however, that he would need more precise information in order to pass judgment. He had heard that the total amount did not exceed 4,000 ducats, in which the diamond ring was already included.
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This sum really would have been too low to do justice to a king's prestige. Three days later, however, Ariosto corrected his view. He had in the meantime learned from du Ferrier that at the time in question gifts amounting to only 4,000 ducats had been distributed, but the king had left explicit instructions for a further 10,000 ducats to be spent, and accordingly a grand total of around 14,000 ducats was to be anticipated.
81

Conclusion
The distribution of gifts was an integral component of the rite of passage performed by the king, as pointed up in the report on the festivities by the Bolognese scholar Gregorio Manzini: "adding with these acts to the reputation of a most benevolent and most philanthropic Prince the glory of a most generous and really most noble King." 82 Only by means of the ritual act of giving was Henri transformed from a benevolent and humane prince into a magnificent king characterized by his generosity. With this step the status of magnificentia principis was reached, which was required by a monarch and which in this case prepared Henri for his future rank. An elected king of Poland was to be elevated to the status of a king of France appointed by God and thus to manifest his function as vicarius Dei. In his capacity as God's representative on earth, the monarch possessed the right to change a person's social status by knighting him. Henri performed this ceremonial act in every place he was welcomed as king. As the knightly accolade was in turn associated with the presentation of a gift, the king continuously set the seal on his function as imago Dei. The journey from Krakow to Paris, which Henri devised as a via triumphalis for his accession to the throne, served to demonstrate and legitimize the prestige of his new monarchic role as rex christianissimus.
The king's sojourn in Venice was staged by the Serenissima as an elaborate multimedia spectacle at which ostensibly the guest of honor was celebrated, but which, when examined in detail, proved to be a strategy of political representation for the glorification and legitimization of the Venetian state. A French monarch entered the city for the first time and thus offered Venice a welcome opportunity for self-presentation. The Serenissima, with the assistance of the Holy League (a coalition of the Papacy, Spain, Venice, the Republic of Genoa, the Duchy of Savoy, and the Knights of Malta), had confirmed its traditional role as a defender of the Christian faith when it defeated the Turks near Lepanto in 1571. This image, however, had been challenged by the European r Foscari maistre dudit palais une chaine de trois cens escuz, cy 300 A trois hommes qui ont esté emploiés pour faire les logis du Roy et de sa court soubs le collonnel Stella mareschal des logis trente escuz, cy 30 Audit collonnel Stella une chaine de cent escuz, cy 100 (J'entens que le Roy a faict donner deux cens escuz audit Stella, dont seroit bon que je feusse adverty pour emploier cette somme en autre lieu plus nécessaire.) A. du Ferrier.
Appendix 1
Translation:
Bibliothèque Nationale de France, Fonds français 3321, fols. 19r-21v
[fol. 19r] Account of the receipts and expenditures made by myself, Arnoul du Ferrier, advisor to the king on his private council, and his ambassador to Venice, of the funds that the queen mother of the regent king sent to me there for the service of his majesty, and others that I borrowed, on the order of this last on his passage and entry to Venice in the month of July 1574:
83
Receipts.
Received from Sirs Strossi, Guadagni, and Carnesequi, bankers, the sum of thirty-five thousand seven hundred fourteen gold ecus [ducats], against a letter of currency in the same amount that the queen had me carry, that is 35,714 Received from the said Strossi and Balbani the sum of twelve thousand gold ecus that the king ordered me to borrow for his service, that is 12,000 Total sum of the receipts forty-seven thousand seven hundred fourteen gold ecus.
47,714
Expenditures made by order of the king and the queen his mother: First, twelve thousand ecus were sent to Vienna on the order of the queen, that is 12,000 Item, given by order of the king to Sir Gentian in Sassil, the sum of seven thousand ecus, that is 7,000 Item, to the said Gentian in Venice, seven thousand eight hundred forty-six ecus, that is 7,846 For the expenses of those who carried the said twelve thousand ecus to Vienna, and several couriers sent by order of the king, and other supplies purchased by me according to the list that had been given, seven hundred and seventeen ecus, that is 717 [fol. 19v] Item, by order of the queen, five hundred ecus were used by me for certain other supplies, that is 500 Item, for certain musks and other merchandise sold to the king, the sum of one thousand one hundred twenty-five ecus was paid to the perfumer of the Lys in Venice, that is 1,125 Item, I retained for myself the sum of one thousand four hundred ecus for the gift that must be given to Sir Lippomano, ambassador of these lords to Poland, and to his secretary, who were soon to return and would have found it strange if the said ambassador and secretary did not find there the gift that the king is accustomed to give to ambassadors of princes sent to his majesty, especially given the services performed by the said Sir Lippomano, to whom will be given twelve hundred ecus in chains or silver dishes and the rest to his said secretary, that is 1,400 total 30,588 Gifts and presents made by order of his majesty in Venice.
First, a diamond that his majesty gave to the prince of Venice was purchased for the sum of one thousand and fifty ecus, that is 1,050 For the Arsenal, eight hundred ecus, that is 800 For the crew of the galley on which the king went from Moran to the forts, one hundred ecus, 100 For the crew of the Bucintoro on which his majesty made his entry into Venice, and since was taken from his lodgings to the palace, one hundred ecus, and to the admiral of the said Bucintoro a chain of one hundred ecus, that is two hundred ecus 200 [fol. 20r] For the seventeen gondolas destined for the service of his majesty and of his court, two hundred twenty-eight ecus, that is 228 For the piatta [a small gilded boat for rivers] on which the king traveled from Lischafusine [Lizzafusina] to Padua, twenty-five ecus, that is 25 For the armory, thirty ecus, that is 30 To the four ambassadors and two secretaries who accompanied the king from the time he entered the territory of these lords until he departed, a chain of five hundred ecus to each of the said ambassadors and another worth two hundred to each of the secretaries, bringing the total to two thousand four hundred ecus, that is 2,400 To thirty-nine gentlemen of this state appointed to serve the king, and to accompany him during the time that he was in that city, for each of the said gentlemen, a chain of one hundred ecus, that is three thousand nine hundred ecus 3,900 (There were forty appointed, but one got sick and it must be asked if it would not be laudable to give him the same gift and then to let me hear about it by this messenger.) 84 To Sir Jehanbaptiste Rodingue, maître d'hôtel, who was knighted by the king, a chain of one hundred ecus, that is 100 (If the said Rodingue had received a gift on leaving Rovigo, I beg of you to make me aware of it.) 85 To Sir Girolamo, senior seneschal sixty ecus, that is 60 To Sir Stefano and several other seneschals, sixty ecus 60 To Pietro Vincentino who presented thirty-nine sugar figurines in miniature and gilded, twenty-five écus, that is 25 To Sir Canaletto, Venetian gentleman, captain of the galley on which the king came to the forts, and said Canaletto was knighted by the king, a chain of three hundred écus, that is 300 Item, given to the officials of the prince who served at the banquet that was given to the king at the palace, and then at the supper given to the gentlewomen of Venice in the said palace, first to: the knight of the prince who is the master of ceremonies, thirty écus, that is Una collana per uno di cento scuti l'una alli quaranta nobili, che servirono suae Maestà nominati qui sotto.
Al cavalliere Canale una di trecento.
Al Signor Luigi Foscari patrone del palagio, dove alloggiò una di trecento.
Al Signor Scipio Costanzo Capitano della sua guardia uno bacile, e boccale d'argento di trecento scuti con offerirsele appresso di farle liberare il Signor Giovan Tomaso suo unico figliuolo, che si trova hora schiavo del Turco.
Alli alabardicri della sua guardia trecento scuti.
Alli trombetti nonanta.
Alli tambori sesanta.
All'arsenale mille.
Al bucintoro ducento.
Alla Galea del Generale Soranzo trecento.
Al mastro di casa cento.
Al Credentiero 89 cinquanta.
A tre gondole regie sesanta.
Alle altre cremegine dodici per una.
Alli musici trecento.
Alla sua Parocchia cento. et A quella dell'Ambasciatore suo altri cento.
In operepie monasterii è poveri trecento cinquanta.
Il resto dispensato trà la famiglia del Prencipe, et officii di San Marco cioè à scudieri, Cavalliere di Sua Serenità, portiero di colegio, Cursori, bollatore Ducale, Fanti de' Signori Capi, chi venti chi trenta è chi quaranta secondo l'essere, è conditione sua, è parimenti à gli officiali, che servirono al palagio Foscari, compresi ancora li scrittori, è poeti, che presentorono alla sudetta Maestà opere latine, è poesie fatte in sua lode, grandezza, è splendore: è quelli, che presentorno pitture, et altre simili cose, li Comici, che più volte gli diedero trattenimento, et appresso gli doni fatti à ministri, et officiali, che hebbero carico di servirla pel Camino da che cominciò ad entrare in questo Dominio, che ascendono alla summa di sedeci mille scudi in circa.
Il Signor Duca di Savoia al partire suo fece anch'egli uno bellissimo presente alla moglie del Clarissimo Luigi Mocenigo padrone della casa: dove allogiò di una cinta tutta gioielata di trenta rossete d'oro, cadauna delle quali ha quattro perle, et una gioia in mezo di valore di mille ottocento scudi in circa. A chain worth one hundred ducats to each of the forty nobles who served His Majesty, named below.
Appendix 2
To the cavalier Canale one worth three hundred.
To Sir Luigi Foscari, owner of the palace where he stayed, one worth three hundred.
To Sir Scipio Costanzo captain of his guard a bowl and jug of silver worth three hundred ducats and besides he offered to set free Sir Giovan Tomaso his only son, who had been made a slave of the Turks.
To the halberds of his guard three hundred ducats.
To the trumpeters ninety.
To the drummers sixty.
To the arsenal thousand.
To the bucintoro two hundred.
To the galley of General Soranzo three hundred.
To the major-domo one hundred.
To the Credentiero 89 fifty.
To three royal gondolas sixty.
To other carmine gondolas twelve for each.
To the musicians three hundred.
To his parish one hundred and to that of his ambassador also one hundred.
For pious works, monasteries, and the poor three hundred and fifty.
The rest was distributed to the family of the Prince and officials of St. Mark, that means to the squires, the cavalier of His Serene Highness, porter of the council, errand boys, keeper of the privy seal of the Doge, servants of the heads [of the council of 40], some twenty some thirty and some forty depending on the office and the person's rank, and similarly to the officials who served at the Foscari palace, including also the writers and poets who presented to the above-mentioned Majesty works in Latin and poems made for his praise, magnificence, and splendor, and these who presented paintings and other similar things, the actors who entertained him several times, and beside the gifts made to secretaries and officials who were charged with serving him during his travel from entering this state, which amount to the sum of about sixteen thousand ducats. Number of the persons of the Court.
Studies in the Decorative
The Court of His Majesty n.° 150
The most Excellent of Savoy 250
The most Excellent of Ferrara 300
The most Excellent of Nivers 150
The Great Prior brother of His Majesty 300
Ambassadors and other courtiers 100 n.° 1550
